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"  BE  sure,  Emma,  you  do  not  go  near 
the  fire,"  said  Mrs".  T.  to  her  niece,  a 
girl  of  nine  years  old,  who,  with  a 
younger  sister,  had  come  up  to  play  with 
their  little  cousin.  At  the  time  she 
said  this,  Mrs.  T.  put  all  of  them  into 
the  little  garden  before  the  house. 
"No,  aunt,  I  will  not;"  and  "No, 
mother,  I  will  not  meddle  with  it," 
they  cried,  as  she  took  her  leave. 

Mrs.  T.  had  been  making  bread,  and 
was  only  going  with  it  to  the  baker's. 
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She  forgot  to  shut  the  door,  although 
she  had  carefully  placed  her  table  and 
chairs  before  the  fire-place,  lest  the 
children  should  run  too  near.  What 
a  scene  awaited  her  return  !  The  eldest 
of  the  three  was  running  about,  in 
flames,  and  shrieking !  The  first  neigh- 
bour to  whose  house  she  ran  was 
frightened  and  shut  her  door;  the 
next  could  find  nothing  immediately 
to  quench  the  fire;  at  last  they  suc- 
ceeded in  throwing  a  shawl  and  some 
water  on  the  child,  but  not  until  every- 
thing was  burned  up,  save  a  small  piece 
of  her  flannel  petticoat. 

Emma  was  carried  home  by  her  dis- 
tracted parents  late  at  night';  and  she 
lingered  only  till  the  next  day !  She 
suffered  much  from  thirst,  but  not  so 
much  from  pain  as  might  have  been 
expected,  though  her  body  was  dread- 
fully burned.  I  heard  her  mother  say, 
that  she  was  very  patient,  quite  aware 
of  her  approaching  end,  and  frequently 
mentioned  her  Saviour,  and  her  need 
of  Him  as  a  sinner,  and  repeated 
many  passages  of  Scripture,  till  she 
died. 
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This  poor  child  was  a  constant  atten- 
dant at  the  Sunday  as  well  as  week- 
day school,  and  she  had  the  character 
of  being  an  attentive  scholar.  Only 
a  few  days  before  she  was  showing  me 
her  reward  tickets !  She  was  very 
fond  also  of  attending  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God,  and  greatly  disappointed 
whenever  her  mother  could  not  allow 
her  to  go  with  her. 

She  could  not  read  much,  but  had 
learned  many  passages  by  heart ,  an- 
other proof  of  the  use  of  Sunday-schools, 
and  a  great  encouragement  to  Chris- 
tians to  support  them,  and  thus  to  feed 
the  lambs  of  Christ's  flock. 

These  facts  relative  to  the  child  are 
so  far  comforting :  had  she  been  a  very 
wicked  child,  how  dreadful  it  would 
have  been  to  have  been  cut  off  so  very 
suddenly  !  Earthly  flames  are  destruc- 
tive, but  they  could  only  touch  the 
body ;  the  flames  of  hell  will  consume 
the  soul ;  a  constant  burning  !  a  never- 
ending  pain ! 

What  a  sad  train  of  events  arise  from 
small  acts  of  disobedience !  This  girl 
only  moved  the  chairs,  and  went  up  to 
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the  fire-place.  Be  careful  to  obey  every 
command  of  your  parents,  and  those 
who  are  set  over  you  ;  sooner  or  later 
the  sin  of  disobedience  meets  its  punish- 
ment. Many  children  have  lost  their 
lives  by  going  where  they  were  told 
not  to  go,  or  touching  things  forbidden. 
Dear  reader,  this  may  have  been  told 
you  before;  but  forgive  one  who  feels 
much  interest  in  the  young,  for  re- 
minding you  again  of  the  sin  of  dis- 
obedience. We  may  be  sure,  that  when 
we  transgress  the  command  of  a  parent, 
to  gratify  our  own  wishes,  although 
it  be  but  for  a  moment,  we  shall  sooner 
or  later  feel  the  sad  effects  of  disobe- 
dience, like  our  first  parents.  But 
blessed  be  Grod  for  so  loving  a  world 
ruined  by  their  sin  as  to  send  His  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
in  Him  might  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life. 
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